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/ <NUMBERS PARASHAS NASSO . 5/29-6 /8 Since the Torah gives the laws of the Nazirite immediately
gy . ——= _ after those of the sotah, the wayward wife of the previous
/2 “This is the law of the jealousies, when a woman shall go astray with someone other than ~ chapter, the Sages derive that one who sees a sotah in her
her husband and become defiled; > or of a man over whom passes a spirit of jealousy and he ?rtlate ‘;{a‘:;?tf?,:ho&:g%ug)p %ﬁ:’;;::ﬁg&gﬁiiﬁi‘:

AN ., g a w . Tl -
wamns hts. wlfe,. and he causes his wife to stand before HASHEM, then the Kohen shall carry out lying purpose of the Nazirite status and what would prompt
for her this entire law. 3! The man will be innocent of iniquity, but that woman shall bear her one toadopt it. A sotah opted to follow her sensual passions
iniquity.” el * \pnd let her heart overpower her mind, her pursuit of pleasure

: ! o overcome her responsibility to God. Her experience was
. oof that people are easy prey to temptation and that, when
1 ASHEM spoke to Moses, saying, 2 "Speak to the Children of Israel and say to them: A man the Evil Inclination rages within them, even adultery can be
or woman who shall dissociate himself by taking a Nazirite vow of abstinence for the sake ntion acceﬁtal;:e Ofbtllor:i S?:ﬁ::s:h‘;sa“’khged;?nm;
.3 . . . ; . . . ‘dation — even her horrible death: e dran itte
of HASHEM; 3 from new or aged wine shall he abstain, and he shall not drink vinegar of wine or water — could easily be overcome by the fantasies of temp-

vinegar of aged wine; anything in which grapes have been steeped shall he not drink, and fresh tation, for human imagination is easily stimulated. To es-
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- 'Why do the laws of the nazir immediately follow the laws of the sotah? Th}s
teaches that a person who witnesses the disgrace of a sotah should take a vow

of abstinence from wine (Brachos 63a).
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At first glance, this gemara’s assertion is highly puzzling. Why should a person who
witnessed, the degradation of a sotah need to abstain from wine — a measure that is
undertaken to minimize the likelihood of sin? Shouldn’t the spectacle of the sotah’s

punishment itself be sufficient to deter him from sin? In general, the Torah impliésEét«
sven the publicizing of a sinner’s punishment is sufficient to discourage others from ;

sinning, as the pasuk states (Devarim 21:21), “All of Israel shall see and be afraid” How
nuch more should actually witnessing the punishment of a sinrer serve as a deterrent.

Furthermore, Chazal do not state anywhere else that a person who witnesses a

>unishment that befalls another Jew must take steps to shield himself from temptation.
fet one ‘who witnesses the“disgrace of the sotah, which is a particularly severe

~_Xape this snare, the Torah hints that one should abstain from

wine and stimulate one’s spiritual impulses in order to es-

cape the loose life-style that legitimizes the behavior sym-

bolized by the sotah. The Nazirite’s abstinence from wine

¢ signals to the Nazirite that adoption of a spiritual life can

help close,the door to the enticement that doomed the
sotah.
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>unishment, is admonished to abstain from wine in order to prevent himself from r’ n TDEL NI - DaNn baini'ta)
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problematic for them to leave their homes? We can explain that it is because Hakadosh
Baruch Hu came down to the world that night, so to speak, with the attribute of
judgment, in “order to put the firstborn Egyptians to death, as the pasuk states (ibid.,
12), “T will pass through the'land of Mitzrayim on this night” Since Bnei Yisrael had
not-yet been cleansed of the spiritual impurity of Mitzrayim in which they had been
immersed, had they left their homes and been exposed to the Presence of Hashem,
$0 to speak, at the time that He was exercising His attribute of judgment, they might
algo have perished as an automatic result of that very exposure. Therefore, Hashem
commanded them not to emerge from their homes on that night.

He Shall Place Her Before Hashem o o

%e suggest that the examination of the sotah can be explamed as another function

of this principle. The gmwwwmwf -
the honor of the Shechinali itself. When the explicit Name of Hashem on the sotah-
parchment is erased in the water, this represents the descent of the Shechinah into ~ .
this world, so to speak. The Shechinah comes to the world for a purpose-of paramount
imigqftance- restoringspeace between a husband and wife.-

The spiritual level of the accused woman and her right to continued existence are
tested by placing her in closg proximity to the Name of Hashem; she is 'B;ohu‘éﬁt_tov?he
Mishkan and made to drink the water in which the Name of Hashem was erased. If
she has indeed sinned, she will not be able to remain alive after ingesting the water in °
which Hashenr’s Name was erased. As a result, a terrible punishment emanating from
the Divine attribute of judgment is automatically visited upon her. This is why her
punishment consists of a gruesome death wherein her body’s déstruction emanates

from within herself; it results from the presence of the attribute of judgment.

On the other hand, a sotah who is found innocent receives a brachah, notasareward -

for an act of virtue, but because of the very presence of Hashem’s explicit Name in the
water that she drank. Since the water on which the Shechinah rested enters her body,
she automatically becomes purified and subject to Divine blessings.*

Thus, we conclude that the unique treatment of the sotah is nof a function of the
principles of reward and punishment; rather, it is a direct result of the fact that the
Shechinah rests upon the water that she drinks.* The paramount importance of peace

-
betmwfﬂand and wife warrants this examination, which calls for the erasure of
Hashems\hLame so that if she is indeed pure, she will be blessed and peace will return

t —

%e Living One Shall Take it to Heart

e can now underst:nd Chazal’s injunction that “a person who sees the disgrace of
a sotah should take a vow of abstinence from wine” When someone witnesses Hashem
reveating-Himself in the world with the conduct of judgment — a revelation thatis
Yufficient to cause the death of a woman who has sinned - it becomes incumbent on
him to elevate himself, to strengthen his own spiritual standing, and to dissociate
*hiraself from anything that could lead him to sin. We suggest that this understanding
is implicit in Chazal’s words. Chazal call for this vow of abstinence to be taken by
a person who sees a satah in her disgrace; they make no such demanq of a persjon
who merely hears about such an incident or is otherwise informed of it. According

to_our thesis, this is because it is a person's actual presence at such a revelation of the
Shechinah that requires that he sanctify and elevate himself.

'é'oEvery single person experiences countless episodes over the course of his life in
which he witnesses the revelation of Hashem’s providence upon himself or upon
others around him. At such times, a person must realize that it is incumbent on him to
dissociate himself from the slightest trace of sin and to raise his own spiritual level so
that it is in consonance with the phenomenon he has witnessed.
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Rav Yaakov Weinberg zt”l, the Rosh Yeshivah of Ner Israel,

pointed out that.we might have expected the opposite' to be
true. When someone witnesses a horrendous car accident in
which a passenger died because he wasn’t wearing a seatbelt,
that generally gives him. pause the next time he gets into a
car. Even someone who hates seatbelts will think twice about

Yo A,
Shouldn’t the same be true for someone who,witnesses
the disgrace of a sotah? Shouldn’t the image of the sotah dis-
integrating upon drinking the sotah water be seared upon his
memory, providing him with spiritual immunity from further
sin? Why should such a person need to become a nazir as a

' -

(barrier to sin? .+ . : .
¢ Rav Weinberg answers that the healthiest way to avoid sin

51
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is to be so far removed from it that it never enters the realm
of possibility in our minds. Seeing someone else sin — or even
pay the price fortheir sins — moves the possibility a little bit
closer to us. The sin just seems more doable now that we

know that someone else has done jt.

One of the dangers of living in such an open‘society is that =

when we witness others transgressing or even hear about it,

our own levels of kedushah are diminished. We may begin to-
entertain the thought of engaging in acts that lack kedushah.
A person who witnesses a sotah’s downfall must proactively

- counteract the spiritual weakness it introduces into his psyche

by vowing not to drink wine, which can cause a person to act
frivolously and eventually lead to sin.

Even the greatest zaddikim are well aware of the damage
of being exposed to sin, and take active measures to fight it.

Radin, where the Chofetz Chaim lived, was a tiny hamlet
that had no chillul Shabbos whatsoever. Until World War 1,
when the Chofetz Chaim was already in his mid-70s, he never
witnessed someone desecrating Shabbos. ’

When the battlefront encroached oh Radin during World
War [, the entire population of the village picked up and
moved into the interior of Russia for the duration of the war.
The first Shabbos the Chofetz Chaim was in exile from Radin
was_the first Shabbos he saw desecrated — and the sight
made him break down into copious tears.

The next week, when the Chofetz Chaim experienced

chillul Shabbos again, he cried for even longer than he had

the previous Shabbos.
“We understand why you cried so much last week,” the

people who were with him said. “Witnessing chillul Shabbos

mo o e

for the first time was a traumatic experience, and you were

sq_shocked by it that you cried. But by this week you should

have expected it already. Why did you cry at all, and more-

~over, why did you cry with more intensity this week than you
" did last week?”

he first time | saw another Jew violate the holy Shabbos,”

replied the Chofetz Chaim, “I was crying for the problem itself.

+ This week, it didn’t hurt me nearly as much — and that's why

| cried even more. | am concerned that | have become callous

toward Shabbos because | have fallen from my own spiritual

level and 1 no longer feel Hashem® pain when his children

desecrate Shabbos. ‘
¢ “Last week, | was crying for Shabbos,” summarized the
Chofetz Chaim. “This week, | am crvmg for mxsel ”

A person who sees another sinning — ay’s world, -

we are exposed to such transgressions with frightening frequen-
cx must realize that they have become vulnerable. Those sins

. no longer seem as distant and undoable as
k Although we may not have the nezirus vows today, when our

spiritual firewalls are breached by witnessing others sinning or
even being disgraced for their sins, we must repair that breach
1mmed1ately to prevent ourselves from becommg corrupt.
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